
CAPABILITY BROWN AND THE ENGLISH LANDSCAPE GARDEN 
The name Lancelot 'Capability' Brown has become synonymous with the 
eighteenth-century English landscape garden. Laura Mayer presents a 
concise and colourful introduction to Brown and other leading 
landscape gardeners of the eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries. 
She explores how competing ideas in garden design were shaped both 
by changes in prevailing fashion and by the innovations of particular 
designers, and why Brown's designs are currently considered to be the 
epitome of landscape gardening in this period. 
From £7.99 

ROBERT ADAM 
The name of Robert Adam is equated with taste, style and elegance. As 
visionary in the decoration of interiors as he was ingenious in the design 
of exteriors, Adam was more often responsible for the renovation, 
alteration or completion of existing buildings than for the creation of 
entirely new ones. 
 
 
 
From £5.99 

ROMAN ROADSIDE SETTLEMENT AND RURAL LANDSCAPE AT 
BRENTFORD 
Digs in Syon Park, have made a large contribution to our knowledge of 
this Roman rural settlement on the London Silchester road, by a ford 
across the Thames. The site yielded a well-dated sequence including 
occupation deposits and two 2nd-century timber buildings destroyed by 
fire, as well as details of the main road and adjacent field system. These 
and an assemblage of finds, including a  roundel depicting the Medusa, 
provide a glimpse of life in the hinterland of Londinium.  
From £15.00 

THE CATHOLIC COMMUNITY IN ISLEWORTH 
The parish of Our Lady of Sorrows and St Bridget of Sweden is one of 
the smallest in area in the Archdiocese but it is also one of the oldest. 
Written by parishioner and local historian Stuart Bagnall. Stuart's family 
have lived in Isleworth for over 100 years and he always sensed that 
there was something special about the parish in which he was baptised. 
Although records are disappointingly sparse, Stuart has managed to 
assemble a story which stretches back to the late 1600s.  
 
From £5.00 

AN AMERICAN PRESIDENT IN EALING 
Between 1815 and 1817 Ealing had a surprising resident. John Quincy 
Adams, later to become the 6th President of the United States, was 
appointed US representative in Great Britain and came to live with his 
family at Little Boston House in Windmill Road on the border of Ealing 
and Brentford in West London. Throughout his time there he kept a 
detailed diary recording only his daily life and all aspects of Ealing life 
and society at the time. It provides a fascinating insight into the life of 
the area in the early nineteenth century. 
From £10.00 



THE SYON ABBEY HERBAL  
Written by Thomas Betson sometime between his profession as a 
priest-brother at Syon Abbey and his death there in 1517. He is the last 
recorded Librarian at Syon. The Syon Abbey Herbal is a useful 
contribution to the study of the transition from medieval to early 
modern medicine. Syon had one of the best late medieval medical 
libraries in both Britain and Europe. It contained several hundred 
medical and medical-astrology titles, many unique in Britain to Syon. 
Almost all of the 1747 volumes in Betson's library are now lost.  
From £40.00 

ENGLAND'S LAST MONASTERY - SYON ABBEY 1415-2015 
Founded by Henry V in 1415, England's only house of the Bridgettine 
order was one of the richest monasteries of medieval England. After 
spending half a century 'wandering‘ Europe they settled in Devon, 
where the remaining sisters now live in retirement. The history of Syon 
Abbey is an inspiring story of faith and fortitude, of an enclosed, 
contemplative community that found itself living through persecution, 
wars and revolutions, over six centuries of unbroken tradition and faith. 
This book celebrates the sexcentenary of that community in 2015. 
From £9.99 

LADY BETTE AND THE MURDER OF MR THYNN 
Lady Bette, the 14-year-old heiress to the Northumberland estates, 
becomes the victim of a plot by her grandmother, the Countess 
Howard, to marry her to fortune-hunter Thomas Thynn, a man three 
times her age Revolted by her new husband, she flees to Holland. 
Within weeks, Thynn is gunned down in the street by hired assassins.  
Pickford creates a world of tension and insecurity, of constant plotting 
and counter-plotting.  The action moves from the estates of Syon and 
Petworth to the cheap brothels of London, and finally the gallows.  
From £20.00 

DAILY OFFICE OF OUR LADY - THE SYON BREVIARY  
The Bridgettine order are the only English religious community to have 
survived the Reformation and have faithfully continued to sing and 
recite their unique daily prayers to this day, namely the DAILY OFFICE 
OF OUR LADY. Once only heard in Latin within the Sisters' private chapel 
this unique Daily Office, has just been published in English for the very 
first time. Its use is approved for personal, private prayer and it contains 
100 pages of plainchant music as well as historical notes, illustrations 
and instructions for everyday use.  
From £40.00 

TILTED AMERICANS 
This unique reproduction is the how-to directory which guided wealthy 
American heiresses in their quest to marry a titled British aristocrat in 
the turn-of-the-century Downton Abbey era, the core story of the TV 
series itself. A fascinating Introduction to the "Dollar Princess" trade by 
noted historian Eric Homberger explains the phenomenon of American 
brides exchanging enormous dowries for the right to be the Lady of a 
great English manor.  
 
From £10.00 



ENGLISH FURNITURE 
Changing fashions, influences, materials, and manufacturing techniques 
have all had an impact on English furniture, causing it to change over 
the decades, sometimes quite suddenly. Each of these changes is fully 
explained, as oak gives way to walnut, and then mahogany; as furniture 
becomes finer and more formal and the great names – Chippendale, 
Sheraton and Hepplewhite – emerge. It concludes with a masterclass in 
detecting alterations and fakery that can significantly affect the value of 
a piece of furniture. 
From £14.99 

ART DECO 
Usually associated with the 1920s and '30s, the Art Deco style had 
already begun to emerge in France before the First World War. 
However, it was during the war that the style, would be embraced 
across the world as the ultimate expression of modernity and refined 
taste. Art Deco design is redolent of the Jazz Age, conjuring images of 
society cocktail parties, the Charleston and Hollywood in this great but 
doomed era of excess. TV antiques expert Eric Knowles provides a 
lavishly illustrated guide to this most alluring and enduring of styles. 
From £14.99 

SAMPLERS 
Samplers have been in Britain since the sixteenth century, and provide a 
social record as well as being works of art. Young ladies would stitch the 
alphabet, multiplication tables and religious extracts not only for 
decoration, but to keep them from being idle. They are among the few 
antiques that record precisely when they were made, and by whom. 
This book, written by one of Britain's leading experts on the subject 
provides an ideal introduction to these amazing embroideries. 
 
From £14.99 

THE POISON DIARIES 
Jessamine lives in a cottage near her father’s apothecary garden, 
surrounded by plants and herbs that could kill her. She is never allowed 
into the most dangerous part of the grounds… the poison garden. She’s 
never had reason to be afraid – until now. A newcomer has come to live 
with the family, a quiet but strangely attractive orphan boy named 
Weed. Weed doesn’t say much, but he has a talent for the apothecary’s 
trade. Soon, he and Jessamine share a close bond. Little does she know 
that for behind Weed’s knowledge of the garden lies a terrible secret...  
From £6.99 

DUCHESS OF NORTHUMBERLAND LITTLE BOOK OF  
Combining the fascinating archive of the first Duchess of 
Northumberland with the expertise of the present Duchess and creator 
of the famous Poison Garden at Alnwick Castle, Jane, these unique 
compilations have been taken from the vast store of letters and papers 
in the Alnwick archive. They reveal delicious recipes for jams, jellies, 
preserves, cocktails, cordials, and elixirs long forgotten.  
 
 
From £9.99 



BRADSHAW'S HANDBOOK  
Bradshaw's guide to London was published for visitors to the capital, 
and it includes beautiful engravings of London attractions, a historical 
overview of the city, and lots of other information relating to London 
theatres, Hackney carriages, omnibuses, London churches and even 
banks. There is also advice for tourists on coping with London smog, 
avoiding pickpockets, dealing with London's muddy streets and 
ferocious din, and many other topics - some just as useful today as they 
were in 1862! 
From £10.00 

BAEDEKER'S GREAT BRITAIN 
Includes nearly a hundred maps, many of them colour and fold-out! A 
comprehensive travel guide to England, Wales and Scotland in the 
interwar period, this edition is distinguished for its reported association 
with the Luftwaffe attacks known as the 'Baedeker Blitz' in 1942, during 
which Exeter, Bath, Norwich, York and Canterbury in particular were 
targeted. It also includes hints for travellers, English etiquette and 
'must-see' places and events. 
 
From £14.99 

STATELY SECRETS 
Everything is not always what it seems behind the doors of the stately 
homes of Britain, and it's often the stories that the tour guide didn't tell 
you that are the most entertaining. In this witty book the Seventh Earl of 
Bradford uncovers the stories that you won't hear from the guide. Full 
of first-hand true tales told to Lord Bradford by his fellow peers, butlers, 
maids, gardeners and chauffeurs, Stately Secrets captures in brilliant, 
hilarious colour the real life behind the scenes - from Page 3 girls in the 
four-poster bedroom to the Countess surprised in her bath! 
From £8.99 

THE RAILWAY EXPERIENCE 
An intriguing and nostalgic read both for those interested in the history 
of railways in Britain, and for those who simply enjoy a trip down 
memory lane to the magical Age of Steam locomotives. 
 
 
 
 
 
From £9.99 

THE TUBE 
Mind the gap and jump aboard this fascinating history of the world's 
oldest and greatest underground railway. On seven guided journeys, 
travel through time and observe at first hand the influence of great 
Underground architects, such as Charles Holden and Sir Norman Foster, 
and how the stations have changed - but also how many things have 
stayed the same. 
 
 
From £7.99 



SIMON HADLEIGH-SPARKS' LONDON PHOTOGRAPHY SERIES 
A collection of photographical books of London created by award-
winning photographer Simon Hadleigh-Sparks (a resident gardener here 
at Syon Park). These books highlight his passion for abstract-reflected 
architecture and reflected imagery, a style he has created for himself. 
He also experiments with extreme contrasts and has been called a 
‘master of light’. He has also mastered the art of post-production 
blending, temperature, tone curve, luminance - and the list goes on.  
 
From £14.99 

LONDON'S BRIDGES 
The bridges of London are an intriguing part of the capital, past and 
present. This book traces the history of all 33 Thames bridges, exploring 
the fascinating architecture and unique stories from Hampton Court 
Bridge in the west to the iconic Tower Bridge in the east. Accompanied 
throughout by colour photographs of the present bridges, as well as 
detailed paintings and engravings of the earlier structures that once 
stood in their place, this is a fully illustrated and absorbing narrative for 
anyone with an interest in the history of London. 
From £14.99 

OVER LONDON 
Seen from the air, London takes on a whole new look. This edition  
features stunning aerial photography. This birds-eye view takes in all the 
most famous sights, including Buckingham Palace, Westminster Abbey,  
London Eye, The Tower of London, Kensington Palace, St Pauls 
Cathedral, the British Museum, Wimbledon, Kew, Hampton Court, 
Windsor Castle and so much more.  
 
 
From £6.00 

IN & AROUND LONDON 
London is one of the world’s most exhilarating cities: beautiful, historical 
and cultured. A souvenir guide to London and its outskirts. It is packed 
with colour photographs and information that capture the best sights on 
offer in this fabulous capital city. 
 
 
 
 
From £4.99 

BUCKINGHAM PALACE 
A beautifully produced visitor’s guide to Buckingham Palace. Featuring 
beautiful photographs and a tour of the state rooms. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
From £4.99 



A CENTURY OF ROYALTY 
Over the last century Britain has witnessed a royal family saga 
compelling, tumultuous and heart-warming. The Windsors' place in our 
hearts was confirmed beyond any doubt by Elizabeth II's Diamond 
Jubilee and the birth of the Duke and Duchess of Cambridge's son, 
Prince George. With full-page illustrations from the Daily Mirror's 
archives and illuminating explanatory text, this book is a unique look at 
one hundred years of royalty in Britain.  
 
From £8.00 

LONDON SODUKO WORD SEARCH 
A Soduko Word Search that is based on London, where the puzzles 
contain references to places, buildings and characters past and present, 
factual and fictional.  
 
 
 
 
 
From £4.99 

HISTORIC HOUSE SODUKO WORD SEARCH 
The latest Soduko Word Search title that is based on the theme of 
Historic Houses throughout the British Isles. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
From £4.99 

WHO'S BURIED WHERE IN LONDON  
London's many cemeteries, churches and graveyards are the last resting 
places of a multitude of important people from many different walks of 
life. Politicians, writers and military heroes rub shoulders with 
engineers, courtesans, artists and musicians, along with quite a few 
eccentric characters. This comprehensive guide describes famous graves 
in all the major cemeteries and churches in Greater London, including 
Highgate, Westminster Abbey, and St Paul's Cathedral, as well as the 
City churches and many suburban parish churches.  
From £12.99 

BEN JOHNSON: FOUR PLAYS 
Bringing together four of the most popular and widely studied of Ben 
Jonson's plays, this anthology focuses on the city comedies for which 
Jonson is best known today: The Alchemist, Volpone, Bartholmew Fair 
and Epicoene or The Silent Woman. Today Jonson's works are widely 
considered to be amongst the best produced in his period. This book 
explores the plays in the context of early modern theatre, culture and 
politics, as well as providing a guide to the language, characters and 
themes. 
From £12.99 



DISCOVERING THE FOLKLORE OF BIRDS AND BEASTS 
Many of the beliefs and superstitions of early man were connected with 
animals which were credited with their own powers of speech and 
understanding and were also regarded as a source of cures for both 
mental and physical ailments. Modern expressions of speech still echo 
these beliefs – 'the hair of the dog that bit you' – 'a frog in the throat', 
and 'being licked into shape'. In this book Newall has compressed much 
of the folklore that surrounded pets and wild animals to make a 
fascinating and very readable survey from adders to zebras. 
From £4.99 

DISCOVERING HIGHWAYMAN: A GALLERY OF ROGUES 
Daring hold-ups and amazing exploits made some highwaymen heroes 
in their lifetime and legends in ours. Indeed, some were just as we 
imagine them: fearless cavaliers, carefree and romantic knights in three-
cornered hats, and true gentlemen of the road. Yet many more, such as 
the semi-mythical Dick Turpin, were unmitigated rogues who simply 
sought easy money. This book concludes with the biographies of the 
twelve most famous examples, from Jerry Abershaw to Dick Turpin, 
recounting their legendary adventures and often grisly ends. 
From £6.99 

DISCOVERING ENGLISH DIALECTS 
Describes the most significant features of English regional dialects, 
including in its scope the ancient vocabulary of the North, enriched by 
borrowings from medieval Norsemen, the important north/north 
midland dialect boundary, old forms of nouns like housen and childer 
and the remaining traces of extinct Cornish. 
 
 
 
From £4.99 

DISCOVERING ENGLISH CUSTOMS AND TRADITIONS 
Tip-toeing at Gittisham, tree-dressing at Aston-on-Clun, coconut dancing 
in Bacup and clipping-the-church at Painswick are all rituals peculiar to 
their localities, annual contributions to the extraordinary fabric of 
English social life. Dozens of quaint traditions that continue in England 
are described in this book, which also explains the origins of customs 
like maypole dancing, well-dressing and rush-bearing. 
 
 
From £6.99 

DISCOVERING HORSES 
A range of shire classics about horses including discovering horse-drawn 
farm machinery, discovering horse brasses and discovering harness & 
saddlery. 
 
 
 
 
 
From £1.99 



SWINGING BRITAIN: FASHION IN THE 1960S 
The 1960s was one of the most exciting fashion decades of the 
twentieth century, during which British pop and youth culture gave birth 
to styles that would set international trends. This book reveals how the 
sweeping social changes of the 1960s affected the British look, how 
designers and entrepreneurs such as Mary Quant and John Stephen 
made London the fashion city of the decade, and the influence of public 
figures such as the Beatles, the Rolling Stones, Twiggy and Jean 
Shrimpton. 
From £7.99 

VINTAGE KNITTING 
Complete with 18 genuine patterns from 1941, this vintage knitting 
handbook will allow you to recreate the authentic homemade styles of 
the 'Golden Age' of knitting! 70 pages from the classic ‘Knitting for All’ 
have been included, and a look at the influence of the Second World 
War and rationing on the incredible popularity of knitting in the era of 
'make do and mend'. Helpful conversions and advice are also provided 
for those wanting to recreate these garments, so why not try knitting 
yesteryear's evening scarf, pullover, hat or maybe even a vest. 
From £9.99 

VINTAGE PARTY GAMES 
Let Marion Paull take you on a journey through the world of the party 
game, when children played with humming tops and rocking horses. In 
Playing Outside, find out the story behind Hopscotch and Tug o’ War. In 
Party Time, learn fun facts about Pass the Parcel and Ring a Ring 
o’Roses. Learn the key ingredients of a great party game, one of which is 
the importance of getting everyone involved. While Parlour Games can 
be more sedate, with favourites such as I Spy and Charades. There is 
also a section on boardgames, such as Snakes and Ladders and checkers.  
From £10.00 

THE CAT BOOK 
The Cat Book pairs stunning historical illustrations with informative and 
amusing text in a tour of feline history from the earliest days of 
civilisation to the twenty-first century. Taking in the cat goddess of 
Ancient Egypt, where people shaved their eyebrows to mourn the death 
of a cat, the medieval Irish law that calculated a cat's value at three 
cows, Oscar, the ship's cat that survived three shipwrecks in the Second 
World War, and the cats of famous people from Cardinal Richelieu to 
Edward Lear, this is the perfect gift for the cat lover. 
From £7.99 

THE HORSE BOOK 
Using stunning illustrations, The Horse Book pairs famous historical 
figures with their faithful mounts including: Alexander the Great's 
beloved steed at whose death he dedicated the city of Alexandria 
Bucephala; the cruel Roman emperor Caligula who made his horse a 
consul; the brave horses in the First World War; and horses of famous 
figures from El Cid to Napoleon. This is the perfect gift for the horse 
lover - a guide to the role of horses in history and the people who rode 
them. 
From £8.99 



THE FIRST WORLD WAR: THE WAR TO END ALL WARS 
Raging for over four years across the tortured landscapes of Europe, 
Africa and the Middle East, the First World War changed the face of 
warfare forever. Characterised by slow, costly advances and fierce 
attrition, the great battles of the Somme, Verdun and Ypres incurred 
human loss on a scale never previously imagined. This book, covers the 
fighting on all fronts, from Flanders to Tannenberg and from Italy to 
Palestine. A series of moving extracts from letters, diaries and journals 
bring to life the experiences of soldiers and civilians caught up in war. 
From £25.00 

WORLD WAR I COMPANION 
One hundred years ago, the war to end all wars began. This war was 
different from any earlier war, not only in its scope, but in the 
advancements in technology that gave the military such tools as modern 
artillery, tanks, and airplanes for the first time. This changed the face of 
war in wide-ranging and terrible ways. Editor Matthias Strohn gathered 
essays by thirteen military leaders and historians, each of which takes 
an in-depth look at a particular segment of the war. A must read for 
history buffs. 
From £20.00 

THE FINAL WHISTLE 
This is the story of fifteen men killed in the Great War. All played rugby 
for one London club; none lived to hear the final whistle. Rugby brought 
them together; rugby led the rush to war. They came from Britain and 
the empire to fight in every theatre and service, among them a poet, 
playwright and perfumer. Some were decorated and died heroically; 
others fought and fell quietly. Together their stories paint a portrait in 
miniature of the entire war.  
 
From £9.99 

SHIRE BOOKS - MISCELLANEOUS  
For lovers of British heritage, you need look no further than Shire. For 
over 50 years, they have been publishing a wide range of charming and 
eclectic illustrated books written accessibly by expert authors. With 
everything from the bestselling Bradshaw’s Handbook and books on rail 
and motoring heritage to fashion histories and studies of wartime 
Britain, there is something in the Shire list for everyone.  
 
 
From £4.99 


